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IFHA Basic Mission

“The organisation of competitions to select 
the best horses in order to improve 

the quality of breeding”

IFHA website



Article 1: Recognition and Categorisation of Quality Races

International Agreement on 
Racing and Breeding

GOLDEN HORN (GB) winning the 2015
QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes (Gr1) and QATAR Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe (Gr1)



Development of World Rankings/
Classifications

1977 First International Classifications published 
(3yo’s and upwards)

1985 Expanded to include other European Countries 
1995 North American horses included
1996 Japan added
2003 Hong Kong, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, 

South Africa and UAE added
2012 South American horses added
2013 LONGINES sponsor the WBRR 
2014 Leading Horses/Races publicly acknowledged
2015 Inaugural “World’s Best Horse Race” Award 

US Triple Crown winner
AMERICAN PHAROAH (USA)



• European Pattern Race Committee

• TOBA American Grades Stakes Committee

• Jockey Club of Canada

• Asian Racing Federation*

• OSAF*

* These organisations review lists submitted by their members

Ranking Groups in 
Various Countries/Regions



Longines World’s Best Racehorse Rankings 
Committee Members

France 
Germany 

Great Britain 
Ireland 

Italy 

Canada
USA

Argentina
Brazil
Chile 
Peru

Uruguay

Hong Kong
Japan

Singapore*

Australia
New Zealand

South Africa

UAE

19 Member Countries in 2015

Co-Chairmen of the 
LWBRRC

NIGEL GRAY
Head of Handicapping and 

Race Planning, HKJC
PHILLIP SMITH 

Head of Handicapping, BHA

Source: IFHA



Rankings in Other Sports 



1. AMERICAN PHAROAH (USA) 2. GOLDEN HORN (GB) =3. SHARED BELIEF (USA) =3. TREVE (FR)

2015 Longines World’s Best Racehorses

source: EBN 
20/01/2016



Cataloguing 
Standards 

Information 2015

source – 2015 INTERNATIONAL 
CATALOGUING STANDARDS BOOK



What does this illustrate?

• There were 144,737 flat races run worldwide in 2014

• Of these 4,733 (3.2%) were black type races

• 1,950 (1.3%) were graded races

• The number of graded races worldwide has 
increased by circa 10% in the last 30 years

• In the same time foal crops and number of races 
have fallen by 15% and 7% respectively

• North America and South America account for 25% 
and 18% of graded races worldwide respectively



Black Type in Sales Catalogues

Bay Filly by FRANKEL (GB) out of 
ALEXANDER GOLDRUN (IRE)

Lot 23, Goffs Orby Yearling Sale, 2015 
Sold to China Horse Club for €1.7 million 



2014 Group/Graded 
Races, 

Analysed by 
Country 

Country G1 % G2 % G3 %
ARG 40 9.58 53 9.33 62 6.88 155 8.03
AUS 71 15.46 88 15.49 141 15.64 300 15.56
BRZ 29 6.31 32 5.63 43 4.77 104 5.39
CAN 4 0.87 16 2.81 23 2.55 43 2.23
CHI 17 3.70 23 4.04 23 2.55 63 3.26
FR 27 5.88 26 4.57 58 6.43 111 5.75
GB 33 7.18 45 7.92 67 7.43 145 7.52
GER 7 1.52 9 1.58 27 2.99 43 2.23
HK 6 1.30 3 0.52 9 0.46
IRE 12 2.61 7 1.23 45 4.99 64 3.31
ITY 6 1.30 6 1.05 18 1.99 30 1.55
JPN 23 5.01 36 6.33 67 7.43 126 6.53
NZ 22 4.79 21 3.69 39 4.32 82 4.25
PERU 9 1.96 11 1.93 15 1.66 35 1.81
SAF 34 7.40 39 6.86 49 5.43 122 6.32
SCAN 8 0.88 8 0.41
SIN 2 0.43 2 0.1
TUR 2 0.35 1 0.11 3 0.15
UAE 7 1.52 11 1.93 10 1.10 28 1.45
USA 110 23.96 140 24.64 205 22.75 455 23.59

459 100% 568 100% 901 100% 1928 100%

2014 GROUP / GRADED RACES

Totals

% - refers to all Group / Graded Races in Part I

      
source – 2015 INTERNATIONAL CATALOGUING STANDARDS BOOK



LONGINES WORLD’S BEST HORSE RACE 2015

1. QATAR Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe

2. Breeders’ Cup Classic 3. Juddmonte International = 4. LONGINES Breeders’ 
Cup Turf

= 4. QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes

Source: IFHA



IFHA Top 100 Group/Grade 1 Races - 2015

* As a result of a three-way tie for the final placing, the 2015 list consists of 102 races.  
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39 Different Racecourses

12 countries

1. QATAR Prix de l’Arc
de Triomphe



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16

